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CORRECTION: A previous version of this release incorrectly stated the number of students 
receiving awards. Please use this version.
Contact: Ray Ekness, chair, UM Department of Radio-Television, (406) 243-4088.
UM RADIO-TV STUDENTS FINALISTS IN NATIONAL COM PETITION 
MISSOULA -
Three University of Montana radio-television students placed as national finalists in the 
Society of Professional Journalists Mark of Excellence Awards.
Stan Pillman, a senior from Chicago, placed in the radio features category for a story 
on gambling addiction. The story aired on KUFM Montana Public Radio. Pillman is this year’s 
news director at UM-based KBGA College Radio.
Dustin Blanchet of Dutton and Van Redpath of G reat Falls received national finalist 
recognition in the television news photography category for their story on students and 
gambling that aired on KECI-TV as part of the student-produced “UM News” program. 
Blanchet and Redpath graduated in May.
Blanchet also received national recognition in the television sports photography 
category for a “UM News” story he shot on former UM runner Scott McGowan.
The Society of Professional Journalists presents the Mark of Excellence Awards each 
year to honor the best in student journalism. The awards offer 45 categories for print, radio, 
television and online collegiate journalism. The national SPJ Mark of Excellence Awards will 
be presented Oct. 16-18 in Las Vegas.
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